
1. THE RT. HON. A,IARTIN CHIKE A/VIAEWHULE

sued for himself and
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THE REGISTERED TRUSTEES
ADVOCACY P RACTITTON ERS

AND 'i,

SUIT bL
OF ASSOCIATION OF LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING AND

...- APPLICANT

-',,. RESPONDENTS

MOTION EX PARTF

Ex Parte this Honorable Court will be rnoved on the
2025 at the hour of 9,O clock in the forenoon or so soon thereafter as Counsemay be heard on behalf of the Applicant, praying this Honorable Court for thefo[lowing order(s):

t

AN ORDER of this Honourabre Court,granting..the Appricant reave to appry fororder of Mandamus directing and compe-iling the Respondents to fix areasonable time and date (A leasonabre a ,i.i, 
""a d;[,-;;;;e sucr-, timeand date before sararies and auowance, oi'urr ;;;r;;;''r;;;; ';;;

llnlovlent and ,".ui." ; il Ri"".;';;;i" #u".nment is due from the
!1,". of this. apptication); and to p.oriJu ,;;h-;;;;;;;ii"";;J;;'#;
courtesy tc the Governor of Rivers state, in a mann". a"uJa 

"r 
il"."r. il;intimidation for the presentation of the .ror"rri"tion bill and finance billfor the year 2025 and/or any such biu necesturv ro, tn";;";;;,;il";,;;:

I:r"lpt and expenditure of funds/money due lr standing to the credit ofthe Government of Rivers State.
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A' Subject to the judgment of the supreme court of Nigeria, the central Bank ofNigeria and the Accountant General of the Federatioi wiri not release to theGovernment of Rivers state statutory federal .u;;;;; il .rj ,,..J*=rii ;;]"credit of Rivers state to the Government of Rivers state except an appropriationlaw is duly presented by the Governor of Rivers state and passed by the RiversState House of Assembly.

B' The Governor in compliance. with the judgement of the supreme courtmandating it to present the said appropriation biu before the Respondents forpassage into law, has communicated his readiness to do so to the Respondents, butthe Respondents have refused to create tn" .L."r;;;;;r] una courtesy forthe Governor to perform such duty
c' The Governor has once again communicate the Respondents his readiness topresent the appropriation biil, to the n"rp""a"nt, on ;;;; 19, zoz5. TheRespondent may rebuff him if they are not compelred to accept him and receivethe presentation of the Appropriation gif i.- 

'r -"-y !v u!!sHL

D' Our members are persons who may be directly affected and wilt suffer untold
I?ifl;!,.! 

and irreparable damage should the federat auocation due Rivers State be

2' AND for such further or other orders as this Honourable court may deem fitto make in the circumstance. 'iy vvv' !

GROUNDS FOR THE APPLICATION



THE REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF ATION OF LEGI SLATIVE DRAFTING AND
ADVOCACY P RACTITIO N ERS

t'

'i i!i i?il !i1i9llrlvprsri'= pl'ia*

1. THE RT. HON. MARTIN CHIKE AMAEWHULE

(speaker, Rivers state House of Assembly, sued for himself and

other members of the Rivers State House of Assembly)

2. RIVERS STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

.. RESPONDENTS

l, Jaja Tonye clinton, christian, Male, Adult, student, Nigerian citizen of portHarcourt, Rivers state, do hereby make oath ano state as follows, THAT:

1' I am the secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Applicant by virtue ofwhich I am conveisant with the facts ;;;l;;r;.
2. on February 28-2025,-the Supreme court of Nigeria among other thingsrestrained the centrat Bank of Nigeria (cBN) and the Accountant-Generalof the Federation (AGF) from further releasing statutory financialallocations to Rivers state until a vatid Approp.iutrin-ilir-;rsed by atawfulty constituted House of Assembly, led by the 2nd Responaent.

3' t am aware that it is the responsibility of the Governor of Rivers State,Sir, siminalavi Fubara to p."i*nt-;; ;;p;;ril,i"" bilr before the Houseof Assembly, for consideration and p"ri.gJ into ru* by the Rivers State



9 ' The actual withholding of the allocation will affect the flow ofexpenditure in Rivers state as government 
".p;r;ii;; ;ili ,r,i.r."iknow that increase in gou"inn;"n, 

";p;;did;";;;;;r"r" *"""r,;activities and decrease in government expenditr; l";r;; ;#;;.
l_.ly1lli_': 

rt is a simpre rJct 'or ;.;";;[-d;i;;"-;*;;rnment
spending is an exogenous force that affects aggregate output.

10'lt is in light of the facts stated above that we are making this application
:!1 al,t Hon.ourbare court grants us leave to bring an application tocompel and direct the state House of Assembly to- prorii" .;;;;.;;facititv and courtesy to the cou"rno. ;;; ;i:, ,.j'r*i"i,on= or theappropr.iation biI foi Rivers state for the y;; fi;;-';;;';;r"L.^"l
relevant bitl for the benefit of our members and e"n";iitv-ri njr"r,state. ' c ^rvet)

11 'We are aware that the Governor of Rivers State had written the
. Respondents demanding for avenu" to p."i"",in"'r.,a ;;;.#i",il. ;;;to the Respondents on March 12, zoz5, consequent on which he made

fede
tate will be affected adversely if the

associatjon who are natives, residents of s(ace, and uncrer tne
employment and service of Rivers State would be adversely affectedthe Rivers State Government may not be able to pay their salaries,
benefits and entitleme nts.

#

7 ' The names of some of our members who are in the service of Rivers Sate

8' I know that the decision to halt the federal allocation of Rivers state isalready hurting Rivers State. The actuat withholding of same will hurtthe state in a dramatic and drastic manner.



himself avaitable at the House of Assmbly Quarters where the lst

Respondent and others currently conduct the business of and exercise

i-h; p";".s of the 2nd Respondent but he was refused entrance into the

premises. The Governor's letter to the Respondent dated March 11, 2025

is here attached and Marked Exhibit A'

l2.Consequent on the foregoing, we have taken -the 
liberty of serving on

the Respondents a Pre-action/demand notice demanding it to carry out

its constitutional duty of constituting itself properly to enable the

Governor perform i'tit constitutional duties of presenting the

appropriation. law before the }nd Respondent. The said preaction

notice/demand notice dated March 12, 2A25 is here attached and

marked Exhibit B.

13.The Governor has once again communicate the Respondents his

readiness to present the appropriation bitl to the Respondents on March

19, 2025. The Respondent may rebr'rff him if they are not competled to

accept him and receive the presentation of the Appropriation Bill. The

governor's letter dated i{arch 13, 2025 is here attached and marked

Exhibit C.

14.The grant of this application will meet the economic justice of our

..mbers and the 
"niire 

residents of Rivers State. There is no other

remedy that can effectively resolve this situation other than an order of

mandamus compelling the Respondent to perform there pubtic duty'

15.that I depose to this affidavit in good faith believing the contents to be

true and correct in accordance with Oath Act 2404'

SWORN TO atthe Federal High Court Registry

i{a;'court, Rivers State.
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raised

afld pleaie acc*pt,

l2ti' March 2025 hy

t'

4,



Ii t Krtrffi

Suite F13,
Sabondale Shopping Complex,

Jabi, Abuja

+234 806 776 7291

g:

(ir;i )V

kamadi67@yah-oo.com ffi

12th March 2c.25.

Port Harcourt,
'Rivers State.

Dear Rt. Hon. Speaker, Sir,

PRE-ACTION NOTICE RESPECTIN=G A.t\ ORDER OF NIANDAIIUS TO
colrPEL louR GooD SELF AND THE zo rarr.NrAKERs oii*ru
RNT,RS STATE HOUSE OF ASSEI}IBLY TO NE*-O*,- 

"";;CONSTITUTIONAL PUBLIC DIJ-TY oF ACCEPTANCE teNn
SUBSE.QUENT ENACTMENT) FROM IIIS EXCE.LLE.I{CY GOVERNOR
oF RI\TRS STATE A COPY OF THE 2Cl25 AppRopRIATION BILL
(BUDGET) OF THE GO\,'ERNIVIENT OF RT\rERS STATE OF NIGERIA
AS ORDERS BY TTIE SUPREN,IE COURT OF NIGERIA IN-TTTS
JUDGMFNT OF zSTH FEBRUARY 2o2S.

By way of re-introduction, ffiy name is Kenneth A. Amadi Erq., I am the Solicitor
of the Association of Legislative Drafting and Advocacy Practitioners-AlDRAp.

We r'vrite to issue this PRE-ACTION IVOTICE respectfully the above-named
sub;ect matter.

You maY recall that further to a letter dated rrth Mar ch zoz5, His Excellency
Governor of Rivers State put your good self on prior 

"ori." 
."S.a];g fri. 

"tri, ""12th March 2Cr25 to the premises of the Rivers State Hour" Jt ass.irUty for the
sole purpose of submitting the zo21 Appropriation Bill (budget) of thl Rivers
State Governrnent. u

Further recall that His Excellency Governor of Rivers State physically present led
himself at the premises of the Rivers State House of Assembly in the companyof
the Secretaryto the Rivers State Government and other members of his Executive
Council in the morning hours of rzth March 2o2S-

r'I



Despite repeated phone ca}ls, your good self and e6 members of the Rivers State
House of Assembly refused and failed to open the gate to allow His Excellency
Governor of Rivers State to perform the constitutional function of presentation

+

Your action of refusal to perform your constitutional task of acceptance of the
Appro.priation.Bill from His Excellency is a direct violation of Section rzr of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Lggg.

Your failure to perform your constitutional functions leaves us with no other
option to file an Order of Mandamus to compel you to perform your
constitutional function.

TAKE NOTICE THAT WE SHALL BE FILING A PUBLIC INTEREST
I-A\ATSUIT FOR THE BENEFTT OF TIIE INDIGENES OF RNTERS
STATE. W-HO ARE STJ-PPOSED TO BE. THE BENEFICIARTES OF THE

BILL \THICH YOU HAYE REFUSED TO ACT
THE GOVERNOR OF R[\TERS.

Yours faithfully,
F'OT: IBUCHIM CIIAMBERS

Kenneth A. Esq.

2[Page
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1' AN oRDER of this Honourable Court granting the Applicant leave to apply fororder :{ Mandamus directing and iompetiing the n"iponJ"ntt to fix areasonable time and date (A reasonable a time Ind date, il;;;r; ;i,";;.;date before salaries and urro*un."r-;;;n ;;;;rr, ,;;;; inl ",'*r"r;ffi ;l;
::?1.^"_"_lthe 

Rivers state Cor",,n*";, ; ;I"'i;; ;;;;ut"'"riil, apprication);and to provide such reasonable avenue and courtesy to i6" i"r"rnor'of Riveis'state, in a manner devoid of rancour and intimidation ro.-ti" p."r"niu,i;;-;;the appropriation biil and finance biu foi in" v".. iozi ";;;;;;;;;;;';ui

2.

+'

IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA

IN THE PORT HARCOURT JUDICIAL DIVISION

SUIT NO...

BETWEEN

THE REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF ASSOCIATION OF LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING AND
ADVOCACY PRACTITIONERS .... APPLICANT
AND

1. THE RT. HON. MARTIN CHIKE AMAEWHULE

(speaker, Rivers state House of Assembly, sued for himself and

RESPONDENTS

2. RIVERS STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY :. ., .::

,i.. ,

1



Nnadum so Obulor , Esq.(Signed)
Prince Benson Ubi

licant's Coun

f $ rrr *af L$rri{.1 inu r

96rr:.
O

t

A' Subject to the judgment of the supreme Court of Nigeria, the central Bank ofNigeria and the Accountant General of the Federation will not release to theGovernment of Rivers state statutory federal allocations due and standing to thecredit of Rivers state to the Government of Rivers state except an appropriationlaw is duly presented by the Governor of Rivers state and passed by the RiversState House of Assembly.

B' The Governor in compliance with the judgement of the supreme courtmandating it to present the said appropriation bitl before the Respondents forpassage into law, has communicated his readiness to do so to the Respondents, butthe Respondents have refused to create the necessary avenue and courtesy forthe Governor to perform such duty.

c' The Governor has once again communicate the Respondents his readiness topresent the appropriation bill to the Respondents on March 19, zoz1 TheRespondent may rebuff him if they are not compelled to accept him and receivethe presentation of the Appropriation Bill.
D' Our members are persons who may be directty affected and will suffer untoldhardship and irreparable damage should the fedeial allocation due Rivers state bewithheld.

necessary for the due administration, receipt and expenditure of funds/money
due or standing to the credit of the Government of Rivers state.
2.'AND for suctr further: or gther orders as this Honourable Court
to make in the circu

Tent & fowers Barristers and Soticitors)
11, Trans-Woji, Etetenwo Road,
Port Harcourt, Rivers State
Tet: 070345393344
Emait: nnadumnso@niqerianbar. ng
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HOLDEN AT PORT HARCOUR.T

THE REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF ASSOCIATION OF LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING ANDADVOCACY PRACTITIONERS .... APPLICANT
AND

BETWEEN

WHETHER the Appticant is entitted to the reliefs sought?

1'1 The Appticant fited this apptication to obtain the [eave of this Honourab[e courtto sue f or order of mandamus .ornp"tring 
- th; n"rp"ra"nir '',o" 

perform theirconstitutiona[ duty of providing a conducive, safe space and venue *jthi;;;;i ,;,;"to enabte the Governor of nir"it-itute present ih" Rivers state Appropriation Bi[[,2025 and atl other Bitts necessary for the just administration of the revenue of Riversstate. v' r\rYLrJ

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.2 The Apptication is supported by a 15 paragraphs affidavit deposed to by TonyeJaja Ctinton, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Appticant. Annexed to theAffidavit are two Exhibits marked Exhibits A and B. The Appticant relies on atl theparagraphs of the Affidavit and the Exhibits herein.

2.0 ISSUE FOR DETERMI

2.1 The sote issue submitted for determination is:

1. THE RT. HON. MARTIN CHIKE AMAEWHULE

(Speaker, Rivers State House of Assembly, sued for himself and

other members of the Rivers State House of Assembly)

2. RIVERS STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

RESPONDENTS

I



3'6 My Lord, the Federa[ atlocation of Rivers State witt not be reteased to theGovernment of Rivers state exce.pt, rhe cou"inoi-or niu"i I;.i;'il"iuing anadequate opp?rlu,nity to present i["'uppiopr.ai"r 'uiil' 
u"tor" the Respondent andsame is passed duty and swiftty. tf the F;;ili ;u;;;;;; iJ*,,r.,rr"ta, tnJ..oiomy orRivers slll: yllr,'h'ill. rhis wir.r read to job r"';;; ;iliri,; ;; ;;;;;;;;;, manycouple 

,may not be abte to cope with the 
".onori. r,irornili. This situation wil. Leadto lawtessness in the state. It is only uy glae-r 

"r- 
tn't! ;;;i '.r*o"ti,rg 

rheRespondent in the manner stated in our r"tiuir that thii riturtion can be avoided.

3'7 TheAppticant.is required to obtain the leave of this Honourable court beforeit can fiie an application for the writ of Mandamus. The teave is needed because a

i'

2.2 we urge my Lord to resolve this issue in favour of the Appticant.

. See

3'2 the law is that Mandamus is issued from the High Court and directed to any person,corporation, or inferior court .requiring them tJ ao ,ornu pirilcutar thing whichappertains to their office and duty, ln its apptication, it is confined to casei *f,"i"retief is required. in respect of .the infringement or tomu pruil. right or duty andwhere no effective retief can be obtainJd in tne oralnui-.orrr" of action. SeeDododo v. E.F.C.C.(2013) 1 NWLR tpt. r liil qOa. r

3'3 The Affidavit in support of this Apptication ctearty shows the circumstances underwh,ich this apptication emanates. From the circumrtun.u, ;i th;r luru, it is ctear thatuntess leave is granted the appticant to make the appticatjon i;;"rd"l ;;;[*g',h""Respondent to perform the duty imposed on them'uv ih".onraiartion, the membersof the AppLicant witt suffer irreparabte loss. tl is our submission that no other reliefcan be effective in the circumstan.", oi ir.,ii-.ut*"u**p;;i;; oro", we seek to besought.!lllLvlullvYLJgg^LUUt

3'4 we submit that there cannot. be any other effective remedy, except the writ ofMandamus for the members of the. appiicant, residents oi nirJrr si;;|'r;; J;'r;;;,who are under the emptoyment and se'rvic. or tn. niueis-stai"-gou"rnrent, and theentirety of the economy of Rivers State that may go into ,"."rrlon' ;i,h;r;government spending.

3'5 According to th.e Keynesian economic theory,.govl'nment spending is necessary inother to achieve futt emptoyment and price rtuuitiiy. rhis econJri. tll"ory states that,government spending can be used .; tooi-or'u.onomic intervention to stimutategrowth, bring an economy our of recession or.o*j;i;i;';";;d""r'#ssion.



3'10 we submit that we have futfitted att the conditions stated above. we havetherefore, ptaced this honourabte court ,rli.i"nt;;;;i;i;*;;;ry il;hu';;.;'; 
"fthis apptication' we have establ.ished that tne nespondent have a constitutional dutyto received 

,un9 
pass the appropriation, (aw 

"i ni"lir ;;;": ;; ixhibit A and B, it isctear that both the Appticant and the Governor of Riveri state rrave ,""Li"ttvrequested the Respondent to perform their duty in this regards, but they

I
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Tet: 070345393344
Emait: nnadumnso@niqerianbar" ne
nnadumnsoffi

dectined/refused; we have shown that no other remedy witt be effective except the

3'11 The duty which we seek the Respondent's to perform are such that are provided
y,ld"l Sections 4 (7),20,71, ZZ and 73 of the Constitution or-tnl-iuJ"i.f n"[r[ii;;;Nigeria. ,,1

3'12 Furthermore, we submit that by virtue of Section 6(6) of the Constitution of theFederat Repubtic of Nigeria,this court has the inherent jurisdiction to hear and grant
the apptication and the substantive apptication.

3'-13 Mv Lord the eranting of thi@s-rcgelratylpLelfeelqal-disposa[
pf "!hg s!bstantive."Apptica"Uon on tfre merrt.-We tfreretore subrnit w,thlumitity .nbehatf of the Appticant that a g".d .a* h.r b"", made out to persuade my Lord togrant the retief sought by the Appticant.

3'15. We therefore humbty urge my Lord to grant this apptication in the interest of

May it ptease the court.

4.0 coNcLUStON

We therefore urge your lordship, to grant the Appticant teave to fite a substantive
application for mandamus for the rights of the parties hereto to be heard and be
determined on the merit.

May it ptease:this Honourabte

5.

. (Signed)

.;


